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hat Shall Wa Give the 


Children for Christmas 


-This is a question that many parents are 
asking themselves. Why not give them 
something worth while? Open a bank 
account in the little one’s own name and 
put the bank book in his stocking. 


—One dollar will open the account! 


—P. S. -A bank book is a nice present for 
the grown-up children, too! 


—GUARANTY FUND BANK— 
No Depositor Has Ever Lost a Penny in a 
State Bank in Texas! 


Security State Bank 


W. L. Rush, Pres. 
T. L. Ball, V-P. 
J. H. Rowan, V-P. 
J. E. Standley, Cashier 


YOU. A R E E X T R A V A G A N T 
S 


Bankers’ Association 
Have 


Distinguished Gentlemen 


At Big Celebration 


Wonderful Excursion u en 


By Vane Petree, Sturdy 


Young Farm Boy 


At a m eetin g of the Texas b an k ers 
in W aco n ex t W ednesday, S ta te S en­ 
ator G uinn W illiam s of this city, and 
G overnor-elect P. M. Neff will be th e 
honor guests. 
Invitations w ere ex­ 
tended several days ago to these g e n ­ 
tlem en and th ey have accepted. 
T he 
; celebration and e n terta in m e n t is giv­ 
en the governor-elect and the senator, 
and a big tim e is scheduled. Mr. W il­ 
liam s’ re p u ta tio n as « successful b u s­ 
iness m an an d as a pow er in the po­ 
litical a re n a is attra c tin g th e atten - 
j tion of business organizations over 
the state, an d he Is looked upon as 
*n<‘ of the leaders in the upp er house 
j of the T exas legislature. 
Ii is said 


I that he is slated for some of the m ost 
j im p o rtan t com m ittees of th e senate, 


I provided he will accept the honors. 
| G overnor-elect Neff will d raw to him 
j such m en as the W ise county sena- 
! tor, and a safe and sane ad m in 1st. ra- 
| t ion is assu red. 
S en ato r W illiam s 
and G o vern or Neff will m ake sp eech- 
be W aco en te rta in m e n t W ed- 
! n end av n igh t. 


Follow ing is a d ig est of th e to u r 
of 
the Texas F arm 
B oys’ 
Special 
T rain, as given by Vane P etree, W ise 
c ou nty’s rep resen tative boy. 
In accordance with arran g em en ts, 


j perfected by th e officials in th e ex- 
i tension service a t th e A. & M. college 
and the Texas C ham ber of Com m erce, 
I the ta rm boys’ special tra in , com ­ 
posed of seven pullm an sleepers, an 
observation coach, a day coach and 
a baggage car, all thoro ug hly e q u ip ­ 
ped to serve the com fort, conveni­ 
ence and pleasure of the one hun- 
I dred and sixty-two fo rtu n a te passen­ 
gers enrolled for the first and pro­ 
m ising educational trip over th e U n­ 
ited States, provided for farm boys, 
th e officials in charge of the boys, the 
instructo rs, assistants, special physi­ 
cian and tra in e d nurse, stood on the 
I. & G . N. railro ad track at College 
Station, Texas, in full readiness for 
the sta rt on its live th o usan d miles 
itinerary. 
Before em barking, all the tourists 
w ere lined up in fro n t-o f th e train 
which w as used as a b ack-ground for 
the p ictu re of a series to be m ade 
from tim e to tim e, as the tra in pro­ 
gresses on its outlined trip. 
At tw elve noon, gracefully glided 


Start a Bank Accou 
RIGHT NOW 
AND WHEN YOU ARE OLD PEOPLE 
YOU WILL BE COMFORTABLY FIXED 


THE ABOVE PICTURE W AS DRAW N FO R THIS BANK B Y 


ONE OF TH E MOST FAMOUS ARTISTS IN THE W ORLD; 
IT 


TELLS ITS OWN STORY. 


“OLD MAN E X PE R IE N C E ” IS TELLING THE YOUNG COU- 


| 
PLK SOMETHING TH EY OVERLOOKED. 


= 
DON’T YOU B E FOOLISH. 


| 
START A BANK ACCOUNT W ITH TH E MONEY YOU AR B 


I 
NOW W ASTING. 


" 
PU T YOUR MONEY IN OUR BANK. 
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Every Shirt in Our 


Store Exactly Half Price 
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This includes silk shirts, blue 
work shirts, wool shirts, mad­ 
ras shirts—with or without col­ 
lars. 


SATURDAY, DEC. ll, 1920! 
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EXPECTED I N 


Vs tlie M essenger goes to press 
this (T hursday evening) a report Is 
current to th e effect that th e K ey­ 
stone w ell, southeast of tow n, the 
Carey w ell w est and the Burk-W ag- 
goner sou th w est of town, are at­ 
tracting attention o f the oil m en, 
and it is believed that som ething of 
a sensational character is due w ithin 
a few days. 
M essenger learns that 
the K eystone people believe they have 
found a good w ell. 
A controller w as 
shipped several days ago from Fort 
W orth for th is w ell. 
R eports say 
the Burk-W 'aggoner and Carey are 
show ing strong- pressure of gas and 
a quantity o f oil has been thrown j 
out of th e casing. 
All of these w ells i 
are about th e sam e depth, around i 
2,500 feet. 


D E C A T U R , 
T E X A S 
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I EVERY MODI DAY......... 
I If you Have headaches, bad vision, eye strain | 
| or your glasses are not correctly fitted, call g 
| to see me every Monday at Decatur Jewelry £j 
| Store. “My glasses satisfy.” 
p 
I 
DR. H. T. GOSLIN 
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IN C IR C ULA TIO N 
IN POPULARITY 
i r s ! IN WISE CO. HOME 


Mr. H ug h G reer, for the past sev­ 
en years a m e rc h a n t in D ecatur, will 
go to A m arillo on Ja n u a ry I, w here 
he will be associated with his b ro th ­ 
er in one of th e most successful dry 
goods establish m en ts in th a t section. 
In 
the m oving of this young m an 
from D ecatu r, th e business injpresr.s 
lose one of its m ost progressive and 
w ide-aw ake m erchants. 
H ugh G reer 
I cam e to D e c a tu r eight years ago, 
! startin g b usiness in a small way, bu t 
by industry and push he soon became 
I recognized as one of the com ing bus­ 
iness m en of W ise county. 
H e ar- 
I rived, and took leading p a rts in all 
j u n d ertak in g s th a t m ade for a b e tte r 
town and b e tte r commercial condi­ 
tion. 
H e h a s been successful, and 
I today be n u m b e rs his friends and 


j custom ers by th e hundreds. 
He has 
always conducted his business upon 
a high plane; 
lie is a gentlem an, 
I and his friend s are legion. 
In A m a r­ 
illo he will have the m anagem ent of 
one of th e best businesses in that 
thriving city, having form ed a p a rt­ 
nership w ith his brother who has 
managed th e sto re for several years. 
H u g h ’s fa th e r for m any years has 
hepn one of th e m erchant princes of 
♦be plain** co u n try , and it seem s the 
*-on is follow ing in the father’s foot­ 
steps. 
nrospppppi. 
been 
Mr. 
Oroor'c 
newspaper since ho 
V'-'tipoc ?n becatur, this pa- 
pn W Hnw f,|i ti I s advertising m at- 
f„r v-vmv, pnnpjprized his store, and 
in Mq m oving we feel the loss of a 
PT.o.1 *Hond an't patron. 
Mr. and 
w in po to Am arillo about 
5th. 


hom e for th e next I 
tw o w eeks of {lie farm boys and of­ 
ficials am id st joyous yells, w aving 
caps and fluttering handkerchiefs. 
A m ong the boys the p leasan t good- I 
byes to frien ds at nom e soon gave ; 
place to a g en eral in te rm in gling of 
happy voices or to exchanges of si­ 
lent glances into faces beam ing with 
joy in th e consciousness th a t the 
s ta rt was ac tu a lly begun; 
then, ev­ 
erybody looked forw ard to w h a t was 
next to be seen as the tra in rushed 
on to its first stop at F o rt W orth, 
w here frien ds aw aited th e arriv al and 
graciously surprised th e boys with 
tem p tin g edibles. 
The stay w as short. 
T he train 
moved onw ard and the boys were 
soon tu rn ed into th e ir cozy, P u llm an 
beds, w here they could s h a re the 
sw eets of d ream lan d w hile th e train 
hurried ou t of d ear old Texas, rushed 
across 
O k laho m a 
and 
pulled 
info 
W ichita, 
K ansas. 
B re ak fast 
was 
quickly disposed of and we w ere seen 
off for an anto ride th ro u g h the city. 
The stop was short. 
W e w ent again 
on the run for Lincoln, Nebraska, 
w here we saw the best equipped dai­ 
ry barns in the United States. 
Or­ 
der of arrangem ent was stam ped on 
everything and system characterized 
every feature of the dairy activities. 
C leanliness was particularly observa­ 
ble throughout the entire plant. 
The 
dom icile w as tastely marked by a 
plate on which the occupant’s nam e 
was inscribed. 
Every detail was 
pleasingly attractive and gave proof 
of perfect plans that had been devel­ 
oped into intended results that were 
gratifying in quality and in financial 
com pensation to the prom oters of the 
industry. 
Our hom efolks w ould be 
benefitted by inspecting that splen­ 
did plant. 
Another run passed our party into 
Des M oines, Iowa. 
Our arrival was 
expected and w e becam e the guests 
of the cham ber of com m erce. 
W e had h eard of th e success of 
Iow a farm e rs and stock raisers but 
could not realize th e tru th u n til our 
own eyes convinced us all along the 
fifty m iles’ au to drive th ro u g h some 
of the very best farm s in the staff*. 
1 Evidence of prosperity was every- 
| w here present. 
It was a p p a re n t Im 
grow ing crops of grain and grasses, 
iii th e m agnificent anim als and in the 
: splendid b arns equipped to perfection 
for th e com fort of the anim als an i 
for the safe-keeping of the farm p ro ­ 
ducts. 
D eserved m ention is bor?* 
m ade of th e sixty rn on sa nd d o lla r 
Belgian horse and flu* forty thousand 
do llar hog. 
Both of those anim als 
w ere seen on th a t auto drive. 
T he prices 
are 
enorm ous w hen 
com pared w ith prices m ore fa m ilia r­ 
ly know n to us farm boys; 
b ut, we 
w ere told th a t the prices did not ex­ 
ceed the actual value of those fa­ 
m ous anim als. D airy farm s of great 
m erit w ere seen on th a t auto route. 
As each day passed with its in­ 
structive object lessons in 
anim al 
husbandry and in scientific farm in ’-, 
we boys watched and studied and 
jotted down points of especial inter­ 
est until the closing day warned u* 
to rest our tired feet and eyes and 
ears. 
Sleep is alw ays w elcom e to a 
tired boy, but we walked so far. saw 
and heard so much ive were a1 wa vs 
ready to turn Into oui’ Pullm an beds. 
Nobody seem ed to be disturbed by 
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Farm Loans 
f 


On sandy or black land farms. 
I am now prepared to close up 
loan contracts without delays 
on Wise county farm lands eith­ 
er sandy or black land—double 
optian for the payment of your 
loans. 


S. A. Lillard, Jr | 


EAST SIDE SQUARE 
% 
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(continued on page five) 
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| MANHATTAN CAFE f 
i 
—East Main Street— 
| 


= Is conducted on a high plane, where you'can I 
| get what you want to eat at prices that are in 
| keeping with the times. Your patronage win 
| be appreciated, and we will endeavor, by giv- 
I ing first-class service, to merit it. The Man- 
| hattan closes at 12 p. rn. and opens at 5 a. rn. 


HANNON BROTHERS, Proprietors 
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The Christmas Store 


Let us be sensible with our Xmas purchasing the same as in our thoughts. You will find our store full of sensible gifts for the entire fan. 


wSh ^ r k in ^ V e erlak°eW ** ^ 
Pr0Vlded 
USEFUL GIFTS f°r y°Ur se,ection- Y<>ul*Xmas shoppinTwUl bf‘f p le a s ^ i fZ sh* 


MEN’S CAPS 
Our line of caps is complete in 
a wide range of styles and pric­ 
es. 
Buy him a fur cap for a 
gift! 


MEN’S SILK SHIRTS 


TIES 
Our beautiful line of ties for 
men and boys cannot be equal­ 
led. Buy him a tie for Christ­ 
mas! 


A complete line of men’s soft 
collars in all sizes and styles. 


You never saw a prettier dis­ 
play of dress shirts than we are 
showing. 
All stylish colors, in 
wide range of prices. In silks 
you will find just the gift most 
suitable for man or youth. Silk 
shirts are stylish and dressy, 
and you could not find a gift 
which would be more acceptable 
to the young man or boy. 


LADIES’ READY-TO-WEAR 
Ladies’ Ready-to-wear is going to be higher the 
coming season. 
Buy her a suit, dress or coat 
while you can get them at such reasonable prices 
at our store. No more useful gift could be found 
tor the holiday season- -AT 1/d PRICE! 


MEN’S AND BOYS CLOTHING 
Clothing is going to bo hig'hor the coming* 
spnng . So, why not buy him a suit or overcoat 
to,- a Christmas gift? You can make no S a k e - 
in bluing clothing here, for we sell none but the 
reliable brands—AT ' 
PRICE! 


XT JCI 
dVS HOSE REDUCED 
A complete line of silk and lisle hose for men 
at money-saving prices. 
Buy him a dozen pair 
.or ( brist mas it you want to please him. 


LADIES’ HOUSE SLIPPERS 
VV e have a beautiful showing of ladies’ house 
slippers at reduced prices, and these make very 
acceptable gifts. 
All new colors. 


LADIES’ HANI) BAGS 
Beautiful showing of new, fancy hand bags for 
milady. You must see them to appreciate the val­ 
ues we offer. A hand bag is always appreciated 
by the lady. 


LADIES’ SILK HOSE 
We have real bargain prices on our ladies’ silk 
hose. 
No more appreciated gift could be found 
for mother, sister or sweetheart. 


LADIES’ WAISTS 


KID GLOVES 
A pair of our fine kid gloves 
would be appreciated by moth­ 
er, wife, sister, friend or sweet­ 
heart. We have a complete line 
in all sizes and colors. 
|W - 
y —c c -' 
*■ 
FRENCH IVORY 
We have a very comprehen­ 
sive showing of French ivory in 
minors, combs, hair brushes, 
powder boxes, trays, soap box­ 
es, picture frames, manicure 
pieces, military brushes, etc. 
This ivory is both useful and or­ 
namental and will make splen­ 
did gifts for the Miss or lady. 


We have a very pretty line of 
ladies’ waists. 
The styles and 
materials will please any wom­ 
an or girl. The prices are very 
reasonable. A pretty waist will 
make a most acceptable gift. 
Come today and make your se­ 
lections. 


v o l- XVII,I, FIND THOUSANDS OF 
APPROPRIATE GIFTS IN ALD DE­ 
PARTMENTS, 
AND WE 
INVITE 


HANDKERCHIEFS 
See our beautiful display of 
silk handkerchiefs. 
You can 
find one for most any price, and 


y o u 
t o 
d o y o n i c h r is t m a s they are all the latest patterns. 
SHOPPING 
HERE 
WHILE 
THE 
Remember your friend with a 
STOC K IS COMPLETE. 


CUTGLASS 
Don’t fail to inspect our line 
of genuine cut glass. We have 
many stylish and beautiful piec­ 
es at prices lower than you pay 
elsewhere. This line makes gift 
election ease. 


silk handkerchief- 
propriate gift. 
a very ap- 


MEN’S GLOVES 
The man is always pleased 
with gloves for a gift. We have 
the best line of gloves in town 
at greatly reduced prices. 


North Side 


Decatur 


The Store 


ASSOCIATED STORES 
h 
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Ifs easv to choose an Xmas gifts here, because the selection to be had here is so varied—and the sales people are so ready to aid and sug­ 
gest. That Christmas shopping becomes a real pleasure when done at Rieger Brothers’ is another reason for coming here. Then, too, this 
sale comes just in time for Christmas shopping. 
Clean-Up Sale on Men’s and Boyfs Suits and Overcoats at Half-Price 
HERE’S A SUGGESTION FOR A WONDERFUL GIFT 
In this time of need why throw away money—buying trash when you can buy something that is useful and will give real com fort? lo r your 
convenience, here is a partial list of things for Father, Mother, Sister, Brother or Sweetheart:— 
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TOILET SETS 
GOLD KNIFE CHAINS 
CUFF LINK SETS 
MEN’S SHAVING SETS 
DRESS GLOVES 
WORK GLOVES 
HOUSE SLIPPERS 
WOOL BLANKETS 
RIDING BREECHES 
COLLARS 


GOOD, WARM SWEATERS 
KIMONA PATTERNS 
WOOL DRESS PATTERNS 
KID GLOVES 
FACE POWDER 
Make OUR store YOUR headquarters during the holidays. Let our salespeople assist you in making your selections whether you wish to 
buy or not. 
Sieger Bros. Dry Goods Store 


DRESS SHOES 
MACKINAWS 
SUIT CASES 
FUR CAPS 
OVERSHIRTS 
SILK SHIRTS 
OVER SHOES 
UNIONSUITS 
TIE PINS 
COLLAR PINS 


SUITS AND OVERCOATS 
BELTS 
STETSON HATS 
TIES 
SILK HANDKERCHIEFS 
INITIAL HANDKERCHIEFS 
SILK HOSE 
PURSES 
COLLAR BUTTONS 
CUFF BUTTONS 
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FOR m o t h e r , s is t e r o r s w e e t h e a r t 
GOOD LEATHER HAND BAGS 
SILK DRESSES 
TABLE DAMASKS 
KNIT CAPS 
SILK HOSE 


NICE, WARM THROWS 
CREPE DE CHINE WAISTS 
DRESSER SCARFS 
BEADED, VELVET AND LEATH­ 
ER PURSES 
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Corner Square 
o — 
Decatur, Texas. 


m i l 
n m 
iim m m m m ti im lb iih i b rm a 
im IHI i im nil 
a HBI 
n m ! 
IKIIHIIWIIBIIil 
m 
m 
i B t i w . w 


Mrs. Ilia W a rd died at her home 
in Hoed on November 24. 


Miss 
F ra n c e s 
Fullingim 
visited 
relatives iii Dallas Saturday. 


* W. A. H ugh es was in Dallas T u e s­ 
day. 


l over for Pride of Texas 
for 4 8-pound sack. 


H. Burns was at D unde 


Pure corn chops for “$2.2 5 p e r hun 
died ai Dillard Mill. 


• Miss Mal tie P e rrin has re turne d 
from a sta> in Hobart, Okla. 


Mrs. Jo h n E dd in s of Estilene. l i s ­ 
ped relatives b ere this week. 


4 Miss Ida Hastey was in Sunset on 
last Sunday. 


N ew ton Taylor spent Tuesday in 
F o r t W orth. 


J. A. Sim pson m ade a trip to W avo 
th e p ast week. 


J |to r n e y Benson ot Bowie was in 
-ti C> yesterday. 


* Torn 
L eonard 
was 
here 
frtf.i 
R h o m e Monday. 
I 


A sk y o u r grocer for P ride of Texas 
flour. 
$3.05 for 4 8 -pound sack. 


J. P. Bowlin was here Monday 
from B ridgeport. 


Bob M ann is here from C larendon 
visiting relatives. 


Give “ gifts th a t last,” from E. W. 
B ass & Company. 


Mrs. B. F. Gilliland of N avasota, 
ie b ere on a visit. 


P u re corn chops for $2.25 p er h u n ­ 
dred a t D illard Mill. 


W . O. Bailey spent several days in 
S an g er th is week. 


S. T. L illard was in B rid gep ort on 
business yesterday. 
r 


R ain 
fell 
here athrough 
Sunday 
n ig h t and Monday. 


Do y o u r C hristm as shopping early 
and avoid th e rush. 
a 
Guy H ug hes is here from E lectra, 
visiting hom efolks. 


P u re corn chops for $2.25 per huu- 
d rc ! at I i Hard Mill. 


M arvin A lexander was here M on­ 
day from F o r t W orth. 


♦Vx♦♦♦ 


Mr. an d Mrs. R. E. W ilde were 
in F o rt W o rth Sunday. 


♦♦♦ 


•tors. Zack Lillard is visiting her 
sister in W ichita Falls. 
& 
'far*. J. V. P ru n ty left W ednesday 
<.1 visiA to Marshall. 


C ora Boyd and Mrs. Boyd w ere in 
'’o rt W o rth W ednesday. 


A sk y o u r grocer for P ride of Texas 
flour. 
$3.05 for 48-pound sack. 


R ead 
th e classified ads. 
Id m an y opportunities. 


mid the (4 a ip u n c h e r to 


They 


• Mrs. Tige Uenshaw has been \ is- 
iiing her p a re n ts in lvaufihan. 


New five-bushel peanut bags for 
I 5c each. 
Lillard Milling Company. 


Ju dg e F. O. Mc Kinsey spent a few' 
da vs af W e a th e rfo rd t his week. 


Chaa. D evereux is at hom e from 
F o rt W orth, for a visit to his m other. 


The first M onday crow d was ra th e r 
slim ow ing to th e inclem ent w eather. 


New five-bushel peanut bags for 
la c each. 
L illard Milling Com pany. 


E d g ar H enshaw shipped cattle to 
the F o rt W o rth m a rk e t W ednesday. 


H am ilton G en try and 
family of 
E ra, 
have 
been 
visiting 
relatives 
here. 


M arriage licenses were issued lo 
Carroll Churchill and Miss Ja n ie Bur- 
ress. 


Buy your apples by the bushel 
from J. A. W asson on E ast Main 
street. 
0 Leon Kidd is a t hom e from G reen­ 
ville, w here he is atten d in g W esley 
College. 


Gray sh o rts $2.65 per h u nd red a t 
Lillard M illing Com pany. 
Telephone 
you r order. 


• Mrs. W. Ii. B row n has retu rn ed 
from a visit to h e r d au g h ter in Mc­ 
Kinney. 


Born, 
to 
Mr. 
and 
Mrs. 
M a n i c 
Boyd of Boyd, on Decem ber 2, 1920, 
a daughter. 


A new vacuum cleaner for rent at 
75c per day. 
D ecatu r L ight A W a­ 
ter Company. 


E arl M cCracken, b rakem an on th e 
D enver road, it at hom e for a visit 
to hom efolks. 


Mrs. J. D. Sim pson of C h .\o n , O k­ 
lahom a, is here visiting the family 
of Tom M ann. 


If you w a n t beautiful, w hite flour, 
ask your grocer for P ride of Te|;as. 
$3.05 for 48-pound sack. 


W e will give on F riday and * u - 
lrday only of n ext week. 
M illiaan 
Un Com pany. 


[Mrs. J. L. A lland of Aledo, /has 
?n 
visiting 
h e r 
d aug hter, 
Airs. 
(nes Simpson. 


MAKE OUT GIFT LIST EARLY 


Thoughtful Shoppers Start Task Sev­ 
eral Weeks Before Rush Begins 
in Busy Stores. 


HE buyer who really puts 
altruism 
into 
hei 
'C\r 
Ss A I 
Christmas gifts nu 
>s toil 
her list several weeks in ad­ 
vance. 
lf she be a canny 
somebody she lias kept her list of' the 
vear before and U able lo sit* what 
Were her gifts the preceding season, aud 
thus avoid the risk of repeating her­ 
self. 
Still m o r e canny is she it she 
has made mental or w ritten notes from 
time to time of various articles for 
which sill-' has heard a desire expressed 
by friends. 
Such uote taking will 
greatly lessen her labors. 
For it is no light thing to choose 
Cit ri st mas 
gifts 
judiciously. 
T h e 
whole secret of their acceptability lies 
In 
their appropriateness. 
Not 
'Oily 
must they he appropriate to flu* per­ 
son from w hom they come aud to whom 
they go. but to the circumstances in 
which the latter Is placed. 
For an In­ 
stance. there are few housekeepers 
who <lo not welcome an addii on of 
tine linen to their store. 
But ;f to a 
housekeper who lives plainly In sim­ 
ple surroundings one sends a superb 
I a ce-trimmed- tea cloth or doilies that 
throw till lier other possessions into 
the shade, there is an unsuitability 
about the gift that robs It of much of 
its charm.—flarp er’s Bazar. 


children have alw ays had the play­ 
things requisite for their imitations of 
the domestic life and business affairs 
of older people; that they have always 
required their elders to provide them 
with such inventions, and that. when 
they could not obtain these toys by 
any other means they themselves have 
sought and found objects that might 
be made to suit their purposes, Even 
the somnolent middle Ages did not nut 
an end to their pastimes. Tile toys it) 
which they found diversion may have 
been more simple, but, as they met 
the demands of nature, they played 
their allotted part in the scheme of 
human development.—Public Opinion. 


ART AND SCIENCE IN TOYS 


Playthings for the Kiddies Necessary 
to the Proper Conduct of 
Their Society. 


Ancient C hristm as Custom. 
Many quaint customs are observed 
at Christmas time in various English 
country parishes. In that of Cumnor, 
in Berkshire, of which the living is a 
vicarage and the church a beautiful 
specimen of an old English parochial 
edifice, all who pay tithes repair, af­ 
ter evening service on Christmas day, 
to the vicarage where the vicar Is 
held in duty bound, by a usage cen­ 
turies old, to regale them with four 
basileis of malt brewed into ale or 
beer, two bushels of wheat baked Into 
bread, and half a hundred weight of 
cheese. 
Any rem nants of this feast 
are distributed among the poor of the 
parish after morning prayer the next 
day. 


W 
HILE the making of toys is an 
art that is probably practically 
as old as the world itself, it has been 
only within recent years that science 
has bol hem) itself about I beni. 
Less 
Gian half a rent iii*} ago they were re­ 
garded 
merely 
a s 
playthings—am us­ 
ing diversions for children that were 
by no means necessary to their well­ 
being. 
Today, however, science insists 
that there is a well-defined philosophy 
underlying the use of toys; that they 
are the tools with which the little ones 
ply their trade; the paraphernalia nec­ 
essary to the proper conduct of their 
society; that dolls, for example, are 
rpore to them than the associates that 
help to entertain them in that they 
aid them in the attainm ent of their 
mental growth 
bv 
stimulating 
the 
natural emotions which must be ex­ 
perienced in late? life. 
W nether this theory of the scientists 
Is correct or hor the fact remains that 


POOR T H IN G S 
Tram p B ird s: 
They m ight throw 
us a few crum bs on Christm as morn 
ing. 
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I Differ on Christ's Birthday 
s 
___ 
T 
HE early Christmas were di­ 
vided 
as to the date on 
which 
the 
nativity of ('brist 
should bt* celebrated. 
Some of 
these celebrated it on die firsr 
or sixth of January, other groups 
observed September 29 and still 
another March 29. As early as 
the fourth century, however, the 
period of tin* new year had been 
generally accepted as the time 
for celebrating 
Christ's 
flirt Ii. 
The 
Western 
branch 
of 
the 
church observed 
December 25 
and the Eastern church January 
6. Finally it was decided that all 
should celebrate December 25. 
Pope Julius I., who presided In 
the first half of the fourth cen­ 
tury, is credited with having set 
the date. 


tarn 
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BOXES, OLD CHRISTMAS FAD 


Ancient Custom at One Time DeveL 
oped Into Demand as Right and 
Became Nuisance. 
J 


KA V V *Y» 


(IE bestowal of Christm as 
is of great antiquity. 


<to ami wa 
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Roses at Christmas. 
The fact that we can get flowers out 
of doors at C hristm as time is in itself 
a sufficient Justification for growing 
the Christmas rose, but besides that 
It Is worth growing for itself, says 
Country Life In America. 
Its large 
white flowers, fully two Inches across, 
resembling those 
of h 
giant single 
rose, although as a matter of fact It 
belongs to the sam e family us tile but­ 
tercups. never fall to excite enthusi­ 
asm io the season of snow and ice. 
The plant 
itself 
grows only six to 
eight 
Inches 
high, 
and 
the 
large, 
greenish-white flowers are borne In 
clusters and nestle closely among the 
dark green leaves. 


Traditions of Christmas Festival. 
Iii iii** records of every nation we 
dud u*jidbioi.s of the ('hristiuas festi­ 
val. traditions which have been hand­ 
ed down front generation to genera­ 
tion in oft-told tales which thrilled 
the hearts of the listeners with al­ 
ternate fear and delight. 
Sir Walter 
Scott tells us that they who are born 
upon Christmas or Good Friday will 
see spirits, and will have the power 
of commanding them. 
He also adds 
that the Spaniards imputed the down­ 
cast looks of their monarch. Philip 
ll. to rho disagreeable visions to which 
tips privilege subjected him. 


“ Cupid, th e Cow puncher"! to d a y ! 
‘Cupid, th e Cowpun£~be \ t o d a y ! 
[‘Cupid, th e Cowpurmge- I # o d a y ! 


Novel C h ristm as Salad Bowl. 
By the rime ilia! the salad course 
arrives at tin* Christinas dinner all 
that surround 'in 
festive board are 
apt to he warm 
It will he refreshing 
to sci tin* - ii?:*1 en.ne to the tabu* in 
h Mo. i oi ice 
Smooth the ice square 
with a bo flat in ti ■ tai make a naut} 
in the neuter with the same utensil. 
Bordel with crisp lettuce and sprigs 
of boll} and till with salad 
Place lite 
block on several thicknesses of cloth 
or a deep platter and put art hi ml it a 
w ret st It of holly 


innerly the bounty 
disposed 
persons 
o were willing to contrib­ 
ute something toward the industrious. 
Later the gift <*• me to be demanded 
as a right and became somewhat of 
a nuisance. Long ag., the Homan C ath ­ 
olic priests 
had 
masses for every­ 
thing. and lf st shi[» went to the W est 
Indies ti c\ 
bad a box in her under 
the protection of some patron saint, 
into which the sailors put money or 
other valuables in order to secure the 
prayers of the church. 
At C hrist­ 
mas these boxes were opened and w ere 
thence 
called 
(Tirlstmas boxes. 
In 
England the day after Christmas is 
known as “Boxing day," from 
th e 
Christinas boxes which used to be in 
circulation, and 
iii 
the British 
mu­ 
seum can be seen boxes covered w ith 
green glaze with a slit in the side f o r 
money and presents. 
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CHRISTMAS BAG FOR GUESTS 


Container for 
Present* 
Attached 
Backs of C h airs W ith Bow of 
Red Satin Ribbon. 


to 


I 
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rn 
Pa n ' D T V r n \ f A a n v 


Bug — D oin g 
your 
Christroa* 
shopping 
now ? 
W hy it’s a long 
time off. 
Mrs. Snail —> I 
know, 
but 
the 
store is half a 
block away. 


T 
GE Christinas bag i« sri innova­ 
tion planned by one hon- ’ coper. 
The breakfast table is ti* be dr orated 
with a mirror in the cern et 
oui lined 
as a star by holly sprigs aud with a 
slender cut glass vase in Hie center 
holding red chrysanthemums. 
Long- 
stemmed flowers tib-o radiate from the 
central star with the blossotos toward 
the plates of 
those for v horn th e 
flowers are intended 
IL ere napkin 
lies beneath a iTiristmas card with a 
-prig of holly tied upon ii with red 
ribbon, mid to the I a 
of • » ry chair 
is tied ii hag with a big red -alin bow. 
Tile bags are of all sizes, and each 
Is full of individual gifts, 
lute is an 
opera bag, another a shopping bag 
In black and gold, still another is 
brown leather and gold nailheads, an­ 
other a hag for collars and cuffs, an­ 
other a gay laundry bag, one is sug­ 
gestive of the scraps grandmother will 
put into it, and the other of hooka 
that a small girl will carry to school. 
Ail are us dainty and fine as careful 
workmanship and good m aterials can 
make them, and there will be fun 
emptying the m aterials out of th* 
riotis hag*. 


See “Cupid th e C o w pu nch er today 


WE ARE GETTING BACK TO THE 
GOOD, FIRM EARTH. 
ISE COUNTY MESSENGER 


United we stand; 
divided we fall. 
Such is the slogan of this country. 
It is a slogan that has stood the 
test of the bloody crisis and has 
been found good. 
It is a slogan as true in peace as 
in war. 
Producers, bankers and the pub­ 
lic should stand united— should co­ 
operate— in the present period of 
price disturbance. 
So says Governor 
Harding 
of 
the 
Federal 
Reserve 
Board. 
No matter how one regards the 
action of the board with respect to 
the farmer, one must grant wisdom 
to these words. 
And wisdom to another statement 
of the head of the federal system: 
“A year ago we were living in a 
fool’s paradise.” 
That is about true. 
For a year ago we were blinded 
by extravagance. 
A year ago the old truth that thrift 
is 
an 
individual’s 
as 
a 
nation's 
strength was well nigh forgotten. 
A year ago there was a general 
disposition to throw money to the 
birds. 
Now we are all beginning to real­ 
ize that the birds won’t bring the 
money back. 
Now through a process, painful, it 
may be, but a soundly healing pro­ 
cess, we are struggling back to what 
another Harding calls “normalsy.” 
We are making the descent from 
the rosy clouds to the sound terra 
firma. 
In some cases that descent almost 
takes the breath away; 
yet, as ter­ 
ra firma and not cloud is the proper 
abode of man, it is a descent neces­ 
sary to safety. 
This country is sound. 
This country remains a vast store­ 
house of potential and actual wealth, 
wealth. 
There is no wolf at the door, nor 
will there be unless out of their own 
fear the people create a wolf, a were­ 
wolf that exists only in the imagina­ 
tion. 
Even out of the present cotton sit­ 
uation there are seeds of promise for 
the future; 
of promise because out 
of this situation there is arising a 
determination to stabilize future cot­ 
ton; 
to make it so that other cot­ 
ton crops shall be less the sport o' 
chance; 
to furnish a steady market 
for the staple for which the world 
is even now clamoring. 
What is wanted now is an unwrit­ 
ten law of the people punishing pes­ 
simism. 
What we want now is stur­ 
dy optimism that does not hide its 
eyes from cloudy fapts but also does 
not hide them from the sun shining 
behind those facts - Dallas 
I imes- 
Herald. 


Dscaluf Boy in Big Western Play 
"C U PID , m e 
C O W P U N C H E R ” 


Featuring Will Rogers and 
Guinn Williams, Jr. 
Friday Morning, December IO, 1920 


Senator Williams from Wise coun 
The many friends of “Big Boy” Guinn Williams 
the 
popular Decatur boy, will have the opportunity of seeing 
some of his best screen work as he plays the part of 
chum to the great western actor, Will Rogers, in “Cupid, 
the Cowpuncher.” The part is not difficult for Williams 
for he is in every-day life the real chum and close friend 
of Rogers, who has taken a lively interest in this likable 
Decatur boy. Williams takes a prominent part in this 
cowboy comedy, and his work is highly commended by 
The several Decaturites who have seen the play. 


A' traffic officer, 
Messrs. 
Com 
mlssioners. 


the 
grandjury 
Come out, boy 
is off watch. 


A* girt who eats garlic should ne 
er tie call “girlie.” 


Stepping on the gas is proving as 
disastrous as blowing it out. 


Rumor says there is 
liquor 
all 
around us, and not a drop to drink. 


If advice was marketable, some 
of our friends would grow rich over 
nitwit. 


.Carrying water on both 
shoul­ 
ders is making some our 
citizens 
stooped. 


If you are a good citizen of De­ 
lightful Decatur, you will 
support 
the local band. 


You like screen comedy that is 
different; 
comedy that is always 
“in character,” that springs from the 
actors in the story and their charac­ 
ters. 
It’s the kind of comedy that 
is chockfull of chuckles, smiles, 
laughs and bursts of honest merri­ 
ment. 
That’s what you will find in 
Goldwyn’s new Will Itogeers com­ 
edy, “Cupid, the Cowpuncher.” 
You know Will Rogers... His lariat- 
throwing exhibitions, accompanied by 
quaint comedy sayings, have made 
his name a household word through­ 


out the country. 
He has proved just 
as accomplished on the screen. 
His 
humor is clean, clear-cut, 
natural 
and always human— just the quality 
that appeals to every member of the 
family. 
Will Rogers in “Cupid, the Cow­ 
puncher,’’ is a gale of merriment 
blown in on a Western whirlwind of 
laughter. 
Here you have a star 
whose face is a laugh, an author 
whose first, last and middle name is 
beguiling humor, and a comedy that 
is clean, diverting and satisfying. 


After a search lasting three days, 
a last boy was found in the lobby of 
the Denton postoffice. 


Belated returns bring the disgust 
ing report that all the country be 
tween the Haw river and Helena i: 
republican. 
M atinee 2 to 6 p. rn. Night, 7 to ll 
Six revenue men who raided a still 
here last week were later arrested 
for disturbing the peace.- Tishomin­ 
go. Capital-Democrat. 


They say there is a difference, and 
a distinction, between white and red 
whiskey. 
Probably so, Watso, but 
the after-effects, they say, are about 
the same. 


“Statesman?” shouted 
a freckel- 
face boy to a representative from 
old Wonderful Wise. The rep. grace­ 
fully acknowledged it and tossed the 
kid a penny. 


“Come to My Arms and Kiss Me,” 
sang a pretty actress at a New York 
theatre lately, and Charles Soicher, 
a husky youth of nrneteen didn’t do 
a thing but go “over the top” (of tho 
footlights) and do it. 
Charlie is rn 
jail. 
Goulily Agent’s Report 
“Brethren,” said a man in th 
meeting, “so many sinner- are dym 
every day I have come to the con 
elusion that hell is full.” 
He sa 
down, when a ii old deacon in til 
amen 
corner 
raised 
the 
hymn 
“There’s a place reserved for yon, 
place reserved for you.” 
0 f it. 
“ .Aitionv the first mon ;o folii w u 
the old trail after the last driv< 
r h e u m , were 
Karp 
and 
Mosel> 
Charh \ 
Campbell 
of 
Coman lr 
Kingsbury and Homisley and 
other 
1 rom the Jim Ned country. 
Hem 


Cleopatra lived too early in life. 
She should have come 
upon 
tile 
scene In 
Bill Hohenaollern’s high 
reign and been connected up with 
that outfit. 
She could have saved 
the. world much worry by her spier, 
did and scientific manner in dispatch­ 
ing crown carriers and high ii OU.ai 
seekers. 
pillar trail man. 
Then there wri­ 
the South Texas people; Old Man 
King from the ITieces, Jim Ellison 
Adams, Bill Kennedy and many oth­ 
ers. 
Many from North Texas drov< 
it and men from Missouri and Kau 
sas came to Texas to buy cattle and 
drove them up 
the 
old 
trail.’ 
Wichita Falls Daily Times. 


This is a time when gifts should be useful as well 
orn amenta, and we are prepared to please you 
with the gifts which will give service as well 
as give pleasure. Here are a few of the 
many things you can get at our store 
for Christmas presents:— 


Th© light fantastic will not be trip­ 
ped down in Austin when Mr. Net) 
is inaugurated governor of the gin 
cions commonwealth. 
A ban has 
been put on the inaugural ball, ow­ 
ing to its degrading influences, by 
order of Mr. Neff. 
In the good old 
days, when patriots were given over 
the reins*, wine, women and song fea­ 
tured the show. 
Whither are we 
drifting? 


JACOB HAMON 


Jake Damon was an empire build 
er; 
he was hailed as the “James Hill 
of Texas.” 
Starting in life in tin- 
lowly walks of poverty, by industry 
ami grit he became a leader in finan­ 
cial and political circles before he 
had 
reached 
bis 
full 
power and 
strength in the affairs of men. 
At 
forty he was a monarch in politics 
in Oklahoma, and his railroads, fac­ 
tories and refineries (totted many sec­ 
tion of the great southwest. 
Jake 
Hamon was a “man among men" 
they said; 
he was hailed on every 
hand as one of the ieally “ big men” 
of the country. 
The other day this “ big man.” 
this empire-builder and leader in po­ 
litics and industrial activities cam* 
to his earthly end. at the hands oi 
a woman 
Ii is reported that Jacob 
the empire-builder and political man 
i pill a t or, was also a “lady’s man. 
He was a high-rotler behind the 
scenes, and bis unlimited cash en­ 
abled him to stage affairs that ex 


The statement on the final dispo­ 
sition of the proposed Dallas-Wichi- 
ta Falls interurban, 
promised for 
Monday by Chairman Wiley Blair of 
the Dallas businessmen’s committee, 
tiafi not been made. Mr. Blair prom­ 
ised last week to make a statement 
as to what would be done with the 
proposed 
line on 
Monday of this 
week. 
When the last statement was 
made there remained a million and 
a half of the bonos to finance and 
last Thursday was the final day for 
George Bishop of Cleveland, to get 
them underwritten. 


Ladies’ Handkerchiefs Flash Lights 
Sand Pails 
Khaki Handkerchiefs Berry Sets 
Men’s Ties 
Crepe Paper 
Pocket Knives Water Sets 
Shaving Mugs 
Tinkertoys 
Wagons 
Doll Buggies 
Doll Carts 
Pop Guns 
'Jig Line of Hosiery 
Air Guns 
Dolls 
Choice Line of Toys 
Stationery 
Dishes 


wood Shoes and Moleskin Pants and Unionalls and Many 


Other Things Too Numerous to Mention 


First Baptist Church 


THE CHISHOLM THAI! 


Captain Henry Strong of Wichi’a 
Falls, one of the pioneers of West 
Texas, who was a guide iii the ser­ 
vice of General Randall S. Macken­ 
zie in the early 70’s, discussing the 
Orw in of C e “OlCsholm Trail” which 


drank the best of liquor; 
he was a 
dizzy spender, and the gilds and girl 
ies, kiddos and others, flocked lo him 
like ducks to a dongs, pile. 
One day, 
it is supposed, Jake took aboard mon 
than bis capacity of wine, and whib 
hilariously soaked became abusive 
to one Mrs. Clara Smith. 
An auto­ 
matic was whipped from 
he folds 
of Clara’s cloak, and after it had 
barked two or three times, Jake L. 
Ramon’s dreams of conquest and 
leadership among men 
were over. 
and the woman became a fugitive 
from justice. 
It was the old, old story with the 
same old sequel; 
wine, women and 
song bringing low and scrap-heap- 


der towns and railway terminals of 
Kansas many years ago, asserts that 
there is much error connected with 
the traditions concerning the trail 
and its origin, and even concerning 
its location. 
“ In the first place,” said he, “the 
man who started the trail was John 
S. Chisurn, and not Chisholm. I can­ 
not imagine how this erroneous spell­ 
ing got started. Chlsum was a bach­ 
elor. 
Jeff and Pits Chisum were his 
brothers, and he had some half broth­ 
ers. 
The half brothers and bis moth­ 
er lived near Paris, Texas, 
“ Jo! I Chisum came to o*d Bolivar 
in Wife county and broufht his cat­ 
tle wP^ him. The old Gilsum house 
near Jolivar was standing i year ago, 
I 
told. 


Beilah’s Old Stand 
South Side Square 
of the card reports 
luminary to be cor- 
i 


3,4 08 bales of cot- 
ind as half balbs, 
inty, from the crop 
Tovember 14, 19^0, 
with 9,859 bales ginned 
I 
1 QI Q 
i 
J 
- 


The tabulate 
show talegr? 
rect. 
The 
- 
ton, c< 
ginned 
of 1 9 | 
as c o b 


